21t May 2026

Dear Parents and Carers

It has been another lively and joyful week in school, with plenty of
moments that remind us why this term is such a special one. The signs of
spring continue to brighten our days; from the growing confidence of the
tadpoles in Owl Class’s micro pond to the cheerful buzz of learning
happening across the school.

Today was our whole school Fieldwork Day, and what an exciting day it
has been. Children have been out exploring both the school grounds and
the wider village, gathering real world data and sharpening their
geographical skills. Different classes investigated a wide range of themes
- rubbish and recycling, playgrounds, street names, temperature, colours,
puddles, and plenty more. The enthusiasm was infectious, and it was
wonderful to see pupils so engaged in hands on learning that brings the
curriculum to life.

A special thank you to the parents who joined us today, accompanying
classes around the village and supporting the children’s investigations.
Your time, energy and good humour made a real difference, and we are
very grateful for your help.

Across the school, children have been working with real focus as we move
through the final stretch of the half term. Staff have commented on the
positive attitudes, kindness and resilience they are seeing in classrooms,
corridors and on the playground - qualities that make such a difference to
the atmosphere of our school community.

I’'m pleased to share that Class Photos have now arrived and are ready to
order, and parents should already have received details on how to do so.
A reminder that tomorrow (Friday) is a Teacher Training Day, so children
are not in school. Next week is half term, and with a Bank Holiday Monday
- and a promising weather forecast - we hope everyone enjoys a well-
earned break filled with sunshine, rest and time with family.

We look forward to welcoming the children back after half term, refreshed
and ready for the final stretch of the year.

Dates for the Diary

TOMORROW - Training Day
JUNE
1st Return to School

3-5t"  KITE Residential

6"  Party in the Park
w/c 15" Arts Week

19-20*" Village Beer Festival
25-26'" Abbey Transition

JULY

1%t- 2" EAGLE Residential
2nd KITE Trip

3rd Sports Day (weather
permitting)

6-10"" Careers Week

9-10*" Ivo Transition (TBC)
10t Northstowe Transition
10t School Disco

13t End of Year Reports
15t 6pm KITE Performance

17t 2:30pm Leavers Assembly



o8~ 0

Our guided reading approach has evolved, with a stronger focus on reading fluency, vocabulary and
comprehension. Reading fluency means being able to read accurately, smoothly and with expression so that
children can focus on understanding what they are reading, rather than decoding every word.

Our Guided Reading

During guided reading lessons, children practise reading aloud regularly, revisit carefully chosen texts and are
supported to read at an appropriate pace with confidence and expression. Teachers model fluent reading and
provide opportunities for repeated reading, discussion and vocabulary exploration. Research shows that as
pupils become more fluent readers, they are able to think more deeply about texts, make connections and
develop a greater enjoyment of reading.

These sessions have been soft launched this half term and are set to be fully embedded after the May half term.
We look forward to sharing with you how these are going before the end of the school year.

The Big Future

As Children’s Commissioner, I’'m writing to ask for your support in helping children at St Helen’s take part in my
new survey, The Big Future.

| want to hear from children aged 0—18 from every background, in every part of the country, and your support
will help make that possible. I’'m asking children about the things they enjoy, the challenges they face, the
changes they want to see in their communities, and what they think a good childhood should look like today.

Children can take part here: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

As many of the Year 6 pupils will have recently finished their SATSs, this could be a great opportunity for them to
reflect on their time at primary school and share their hopes and ideas for the future in their own words.

Schools with particularly high participation rates will receive formal recognition for helping amplify children’s
voices, along with a summary of their pupils’ responses, and an invite to my final Festival of Childhood.

Thank you very much for your support.
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Dame Rachel de Souza
Children’s Commissioner for England
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Our Year 3-4 Girls at the ESFA Kickabout Event


http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
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ARTY

THE PARK
2026

SATURDAY 6th JUNE 2026

Competition categories ~

Victoria
Sandwich
Competition

Original
LEGO
Build

Competition
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OPEN TO ALL... L.

There will also be a brilliant range of competitions,
so over the half term why not get children, families
and grown-ups working on their entries? Please see
the posters for details, there really is something for
everyone.

Raffle tickets were sent home yesterday, if you need
more, please ask a member of FOSH or the school
office. There are some fabulous prizes
including £100 cash, lots of amazing vouchers and
lovely treats.

Keep an eye on Facebook where FOSH will share lots
of information over the next two weeks as the
countdown begins!

00878

Party in the Park — SATURDAY 6% JUNE!

Plans are coming together for Party in the Park 2026 which
is set to be an afternoon packed with family fun,
entertainment, and community spirit.

There will be lots to enjoy on the day but to make it
happen, we need volunteers to help on the BBQ, bar and
stalls. Even giving a small amount of your time makes a big
difference. Please sign up here: Volunteers sign up sheet

Join Us For

PARTY IN
THE PARK
2026

SATURDAY 6th JUNE 2026

Competition information ~

All competitions 50p to enter

“ Entrants will need to provide name, age category, contact number

Please submit entry between 2-3pm on Saturday 6" June for viewing

Results will be announced later in the afternoon at Party in the Park

No need to book in advance — simply bring your arrangement/entry
to the competition table on the day of the event.

Judging will take place during the afternoon,
with prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
children's or family entries plus a People’s Choice Award

Please label your entry clearly with your name, age category and contact details.
Competitions open to ALL the local community
Enter as many of the competitions as you can- the more the merrier

ANY QUESTIONS
FOSH@ST-HELENS.CAMBS.SCH.UK



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044AAFA72CA4FFCE9-63828548-party#/
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CHARITYNUMBER: 277524

Friends of St Helen's

Party in the Park 2026

Plans are coming together for an afternoon packed with family fan,

enfertainment, and community spirit.

There will be lots to cnjoy on the day. including:

& BBQ & refreshments I Bar
& Vehicles on display - Mobile Farm Experience
4, Races for all the family
ﬁ External stalls & local community groups ¥.s Performances < Calse stalls Ice creams
@ Classic games including Coconut Shy & Crockery Smash ‘ Craft tent
_r Silks & hoops @ Football activities

..and so much more!

We'll also be holding a brilliant range of competitions, so over the half term why not get children,
families and grown-ups working on their entries? Competitions will include:
\L Victoria Sandwich Competition
:ﬂ Best Flower Arrangement
~- Best Decorated Hat Competition
= Small World / Fairy Garden Competition
&” Original LEGO Build Competition
@ Village Photography Competition

Open Craft Competition
Bring your friends, family, and picnic blankets for a brilliant afternoon in the park. We can’t wait to see
You there!
We are also looking for volunteers to help make the day a success. Even giving a small amount of your
time malkes a big difference.

Please sign up here: Volunteers sign up sheet

St. Helen'’s Primary School
Bluntisham

2PM-6PM | SATURDAY6" JUNE | FREE ENTRY



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C044AAFA72CA4FFCE9-63828548-party#/

HALF-TERM CAMPS

Y.D.P

YOUTH DREAMS PROJECT
CAMBRIDGE

SOMERSHAM PRIMARY
26™ & 27™ MAY

PE28 3EU
9AM-3PM

MIDDLEFIELD PRIMARY
26™ MAY

PE19 2QE
9AM-3PM

WARBOYS PRIMARY
28™ & 29™ MAY

PE28 2RX

9AM-3PM

ST HELEN'S PRIMARY
28™ & 29™ MAY

PE28 3NY
9AM-3PM

ALL CAMPS ARE £25 PER DAY
BOOK NOW!
WWW.YDPCAMBRIDGE.CO.UK
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ARTS WEEK

15th - 19*" June 2026
Calling all Artists &
Performers!

=)
office@st-helens.cambs.sch.uk
01487 841468

'KINGDOM
"BUILDERS

Hollday Bible Club

Q@+ — For Prlmary School Children
= Join us at S

Bluntisham Baptist Church

20-24th July 10-12.15p

michelle.gore@bluntishambaptist.org
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Free Healthy Relationship

courses for parents

All relationships have their ups and downs, but if parents are regularly arguing in front
of their children, it can have negative and lasting consequences. Help is available for
parents who want to communicate in a healthier way. Family Hubs are running
courses to support parents who would like to improve the relationship with their
partner or ex-partner.

Courses bookable directly via the QR code.

*SUMMER TERM 2026**

2026 workshop booking form

Improve the communication with

your partner to support your children
(Arguing Better)

Online via Teams: Tuesday 23th June and
Tuesday 30™ of June

Midday - 1 pm

Improve the communication with

your ex-partner to support your children

(Getting it Right for Children)

Online via Teams: Wednesday 24" June and Wednesday 1 July
Midday - 1 pm

FAMILY
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Cambridgeshire

Child and Famil
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